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ndigenous Peoples Community Conserved
Territories and Areas or ICCAs are biologically
significant areas that are important to the
livelihood and culture of Indigenous Cultural

Communities/Indigenous  Peoples  (ICCs/IPs).
ICCAs are voluntarily conserved by ICCs/IPs and
are governed through their customary laws
and indigenous governance structures and
mechanisms. ICCAs embody the cultural and
spiritual relationship of 1CCs/IPs with their land
and environment.

Is ICCA a new governance
mechanism?

No.ICCs/1Ps have been govemingour environment
for thousands of years. Their indigenous ways of

life, sustainable use of natural resources, and

close interactions with the environment have
all contributed to biodiversity conservation in
their areas. The ICCs/IPs" culture and tradition
that has withstood the test of time encompasses
their governance system over their resources and
sacred grounds.

What are the characteristics
of an ICCA?

First,itis important to ICCs/1Ps. Second, this is be-
ing governed by ICCs/IPs. Finally, because of their
governance, biodiversity in the area is conserved.



WHAI ARE THE
BENEFITSOF

ICCAs provide ICCs/IPs with sustainable sources of
livelihood. Through ICCs/IPs’ govemance of ICCAs
using their “Indigenous Knowledge, Systems, and
Practices (IKSPs), communities within and outside
their ancestral domains are able to enjoy fresh air,
clean waters, and scenic surroundings. Landslides
that destroy nvers, springs, and other water
sources are also prevented. Communities and the
environment are provided an additional layer of

ICCA?

protection since ICCAs recognize and promote
ICCs/1Ps’ capacity to stand up and face the threats
and changes that they are encountering.|CCAs also
strengthen the capacities of ICCs/IPs to assert their
rights to govern their ancestral domains. ICCAs
are considered heritage sites not only by ICGs/
IPs, but also by the country and the world. It is the
continuous exercise and preservation of IKSPs that
supports the conservation of these sites.
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For us, when we protect our ICCAs,

nature will protect us. If we abuse nature,
™ it will no longer be able to protect us.”
Datu Makalipay, Esperanza , Agusan del Sur
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7.

What are the current threats that ICCAs face
in the Philippines?
The continuous destruction of the environment. loss of respect for indigenous methods of

conserving the environment and the loss of indigenous knowledge systems and practices
(IKSPs) are some of the threats faced by ICCAs in the Philippines.

.

What are the laws that support the recogmtmn and
strengthening of ICCAs? LN

At the global level, the Philippines is one of the signatories to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD). Article 8 of the CBD recognizes indigenous methods of conservation and
provides for a detailed program of action for the world's protected areas. In the Philippines,
the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (IPRA) of 1997 recognizes the rights of ICCs/IPsto govern
their communities or ancestral domains using their IKSPs.
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he “Strengthening National Systems
to Improve Governance and Management of
Indigenous  Peoples Community Conserved
Territories and Areas” (Philippine ICCA Project) is
the government’s response to the need to protect
and manage key biodiversity areas through
the recognition of ICCAs as an additional and
innovative type of governance and sustainability
mechanism for protected areas. The Philippine
ICCA Project will be implemented from 2015 to
2019 by the Biodiversity Management Bureau
of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources. The Project is funded by the Global
Environment Facility through the United Nations
Development Programme and in partnership
with various civil society organizations.

What is the objective of the
Philippine ICCA Project?

The Project aims to strengthen the conservation,
protection and management of key biodiversity
areas in the Philippines by pushing for policies
that institutionalize ICCAs as as an additional and
innovative type of governance and sustainability
mechanism for protected areas. The Project also
aims to support the improvement of capacities
of ICCs/IPs and key stakeholders in effectively
managing and conserving ICCAs.
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